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Inside This Issue 

The Detachment of Virginia 

received great news at the 

National Convention in Reno 

in August. Clint Bolt, a 20 

year member of Squadron 72 

(Warrenton), was named a 

candidate for Sons of The 

American Legion National 

Commander. This is a pres-

tigious honor for the Detach-

ment of Virginia to have a 

candidate for National Com-

mander of the Sons of The 

American Legion.  

This is the first time the De-

tachment of Virginia has had 

a candidate since Past Na-

tional Commander Chuck 

Belles, of Squadron 28, Dum-

fries, served as SAL National 

Commander in 1989.  

Mr. Bolt served the Detach-

ment of Virginia in many  

Clint Bolt Named Candidate for SAL 

National Commander...All Hands On 

Deck...Full Steam Ahead 

About This Issue 

This issue will be the first 

issue of the 2017—18 year. 

This issue will emphasize the  

Detachment Commander’s 

project for this year as  well 

as well as the Sons National 

Commander’s project for 

this year.  

We came back from  the 

National Convention with 

great news of Clint Bolt 

being announced as Candi-

date for Sons National Com-

mander. Our Squadrons and 

membership will need to pull 

together to support Mr. 

Bolt’s Campaign and help  

Raise over $100,000. 

We will provide the list of 

award winners from the 

Convention in the Summer 

as well as your Detachment 

Committee Chairman for 

this year.  

 

FOCUS 

capacities. He served as 

Detachment Sgt. At Arms, 

Detachment Vice Com-

mander, Detachment 

Commander,  Alternate 

National Executive Com-

mitteeman, and National 

Executive Committeeman. 

 He established the 

$1,500 Detachment  

Scholarship when he served 

as Detachment Command-

er in 2003. The Detach-

ment Scholarship is the first 

permanent program of the 

Detachment of Virginia and 

continues to this day. Mr. 

Bolt also provided the title 

for the Detachment E-

letter, ‘The Focus’.  Con-

tinued on page 4. 



(vapittfan959@yahoo.com), Jeff Evans, 

De t ach men t  F i n an ce  O f f i c e r 

(vacobblers@cox.net), Steve Gower—

Det a chmen t  J u d ge  Ad vo ca t e 

(stevegover@cox.net). Scott Wil-

l i a m s — D e t a ch m e n t  Ad j u t a n t 

(SonsVADetADJ@comcast.net), and 

Clint Bolt—Detachment Scholarship 

Chairman (sonscdbolt@aol.com). We 

are here to serve and to help in any-

way possible. We all want the same 

things. We want our organization to 

be successful and for all of our Blue 

Cappers to be successful in their sup-

port of our programs. So, please feel 

free to reach out to any of our Past 

Detachment Commanders for assis-

tance. Scott Williams—Detachment 

Adjutant 

We are off to a really good start for 

the 2017—18 year. We met our Mem-

bership targets for this year so far. We 

need to keep up and keep pushing. 

With the start of a new calendar year, 

come the new goals for January and 

February. They are steep jumps from 

the previous months. So lets get those 

memberships turned in.  

There have been a lot of natural disas-

ters that took place in Fall. All of these 

hit one after another. We rose to the 

call and supported the National Emer-

gency Fund and Endowment Funds to 

help many of our comrades in need.  

National Commander Denise Rohan’s 

theme, ‘Family First’ stresses the Le-

gion Family. It can also mean support-

ing our own immediate families as well. 

It has hit home for me these past few 

months. We always must remember 

that our own families need to come 

first.  

Hope to see you at our Spring Conf- 

 For this first Commander’s Corner, 

we will give a little background of our 

Detachment Commander, Willie 

Morgan  f rom Squadron  67 

(Hampton). Willie’s eligibility for the 

Sons of The American Legion is 

through his Father, Elton Morgan Sr, 

who proudly served in the United  

Adjutant’s Blog—Winter 2018 

Commander’s Corner—Willie Morgan 
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As a dual member Detachment Com-

mander Morgan has served on various 

committees’ at the Post and Squadron 

level. 

On a personal note, Willie was born on 

7 August 1961 in Wilson, North Caroli-

na. His parents Mary L. Brown-Morgan  

States Navy as Steward Mate First 

Class in the Pacific during WWII 

(1943-1947) ~ (Deceased 1994).  He 

is a member of both Post and Squad-

ron 67 in Hampton, Virginia for Ten 

years.  Willie is Navy veteran, who 

served from 1979-1988 his eligibility 

for the American Legion due to Leba-

non/Grenada Conflict.  

Willie has served as an officer at the 

Squadron and Detachment levels of 

the Sons of the American; Detach-

ment Commander Morgan is a Past 

Detachment vice Commander, De-

tachment Historian, Past Squadron 

Historian, Past Squadron Commander, 

and current Squadron First Vice Com-

mander.   Detachment Commander 

Morgan is the Past Detachment Chil-

dren and Youth Chairman. .  He is the 

Scholarship chairman for Squadron 67.   

Erence in March.  

Lastly, please consider Legion 

College in August. We had a 

great program last year with a lot 

of new Sons members attending 

for the first time. It will be at the 

s ame  lo c a t i on  i n  R i ch -

mond/Midlothian in August 2017. 

We are going to leave the contact 

information that was included in 

the last issue of the focus in this 

space. If your Squadron has any 

questions, please feel free to con-

tact one of our Past Detachment 

Commanders.  If we can assist, 

please let us know.  

Here are some of those Past De-

tachment Commanders and their 

email  addresses .  L inwood 

M o o r e — N E C 

(woodman989@Aol.com), Bob 

Borkovich—Past Det. Cdr.,  
Remember—60%Target Date 

January 10, 2018. 

Detachment Commander Willie 

Morgan and Department Com-
mander Tommy Lee at the De-

partment Convention in July. 

Detachment Commander Willie Mor-

gan and the 2017-18 Detachment Offic-
ers at the Department Convention in  

July. 
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MySAL—A Membership Tool 
Our Squadron, 293 (Purcellville, Vir-

ginia), signed up for MySAL in 2013. 

Our renewals for 2014 slowed and 

we were able to use MySAL to help 

make our 100% for the year. Once 

we got access, we downloaded the 

information for our Squadron. We 

were able to create mailing labels for 

all of our members.  

We created a Membership Invoice 

where we promoted some of our 

accomplishments at the National, 

State, and Local levels and explained 

what their dues money was used for 

including donations to CWF and NEF. 

We also requested updates on the 

Member’s information. We then 

mailed these membership invoices or 

renewal notices to our unpaid mem-

bers. As a result of our mailing, we 

were able to have the remaining un-

paid members pay their dues for the 

year.  

When our members sent their dues in 

along with their updated membership infor-

mation, we can go into MySAL and update 

their membership information, ‘real time’. 

With access to MySAL, your Squadron can 

better maintain your membership records. 

 If your members have a change to their 

information, have them fill out a Member 

Data Form and use that as your backup 

when updating their information in MySAL. 

By maintaining these records on MySAL, 

this will help you communicate with your 

members. It will also help the National Or-

ganization communicate with your mem-

bers through The National Update.  

MySAL is not set up to do Transfers. The 

Member Data Form is still needed for 

Transfers. But you can update other infor-

mation. You can use MySAL to update 

Birthdates, Phone Numbers, and E-mail 

Addresses. With this information With this 

information available to you online,  

your Squadron can keep your mem-

bers informed on Squadron and Post 

activities.  

You can keep your members informed 

on Squadron and Post activities. Re-

member that our members are the 

lifeline of our organization and we 

need to make them feel a part of 

something larger than our local Squad-

ron. MySAL will help do that. If your 

Squadron has not signed up for 

MySAL.org, please do so today!  

To date, the Detachment Of Virginia 

has 27 Squadrons signed up on MySAL. 

We would like to see all of our Squad-

rons signed up for MySAL. The form is 

available at www.legion.org/sons and 

look for the MySAL on the right hand 

side. Scott Williams, Detachment 

Adjutant 

 

 

And The Winners Are-2017 Year 

Americanism   Small  Squadron 270 (McLean) 

     Medium  Squadron 67 (Hampton) 

     Large  Squadron 2 (Petersburg) 

Children & Youth  Small  Squadron 270 (McLean) 

     Medium  Squadron 67 (Hampton) 

     Large  Squadron 284 (Colonial Heights) 

VA & R    Small  Squadron 270 (McLean) 

     Medium  Squadron 67 (Hampton) 

     Large  Squadron 327 (Norfolk)  

Congratulations one and all on your accomplishments!!! 
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2017 –18 Committee Chairman 

Membership      -  Johnny Baker 

Finance       -  Jeff Evans 

Americanism     -  Jeff Lee 

Children & Youth     -   Joe Gallagher 

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation  -  Fred Vaccarella 

Veterans Employment & Education  -  Jeff Evans 

CWF & CMN     -  Richard Pregnall 

Legislative      -  Linwood Moore 

Public Relations     -  Victor Graulau 

IT       -  Victor Graulau 

Nominating      -  Steve Gower 

Webmaster      -  Victor Graulau 

Ass’t Webmaster     -  Kevin Chaplin 

Constitution & ByLaws    -  Jeff Evans, Scott Williams 

Clint Bolt Named Candidate for SAL National Commander (Con’t.) 

Con’t from page 1 He attended De-

tachment Commander’s School and 

also attended the Detachment Com-

mander/Adjutant school the following 

year. He also was a graduate of the 

National Management Institute.  

At the National level, Mr. Bolt served as 

National Vice Commander, Southern 

Region, for the 2010 Membership year. 

He served as Chairman on the Sons 

National Children and Youth Commis-

sion. He was Chairman on the Sons 

National VA & R Commission and 

served as the National Representative 

for the Sons of The American Legion 

on the VAVS National Advisory Com-

mittee. Mr. Bolt served on the Sons 

National Membership Committee, as a 

member on the Sons National VA & R 

Commission, and as a subcommittee 

member on the Sons National  

National Subcommittee on Resolutions.  

Mr. Bolt says that all members of the 

Detachment of Virginia serve as mem-

bers on Team Virginia pushing him 

through to the finish line when he is 

elected as National Commander of the 

Sons of The American Legion.  

Mr. Bolt supports the American Legion 

Family and all of its programs. He 

strongly supports the American Le-

gion’s efforts in providing care for all of 

America’s Veterans. He also supports 

the American Legion Charities.  

So, how can we, as the Detachment of 

Virginia support our candidate for Na-

tional Commander? We are asking all 

of our Squadrons to hold a fundraiser 

or even 2 fundraisers for Mr. Bolt’s 

campaign. This will be a journey toward  

getting Mr. Bolt elected as National 

Commander. If your Squadron 

holds fundraisers for him, please 

invite Mr. Bolt to the event. He can 

be reached at (540) 788-1212 

(Home), (540) 522-2545 (Cell) or 

via email at SonsCDBolt@aol.com. 

You can also contact his Campaign 

Manager, Jeff Evans at (757) 461-

6098 (Home) or via email at vacob-

blers@cox.net. He will make every 

effort to attend the event. We need 

to raise about $100,000 plus for 

this campaign. Clint Bolt, Candi-

date for SAL National Com-

mander and Scott Williams, De-

tachment Adjutant. 

75% February Detachment 

M e m b e r s h i p  T a r g e t —

February 7, 2018. 
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Detachment of  Virginia Wants You!!! 

We want you!! Yes, we want you! While 

we are looking for members to grow our 

Detachment, we need members from our 

Squadrons to step up and serve at the De-

tachment Level. So, where is the help 

needed? 

Help is needed in two areas. One, we need 

Squadron Members to serve on various 

Detachment Committees. And two, we 

need people to serve as various Detach-

ment Officers.  

Lets look at the Detachment Committees 

first. We would like to have our Detach-

ment Committees have at least three peo-

ple on each committee. Detachment Com-

mittees include Americanism, Children and 

Youth, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, 

Child Welfare Foundation and Children’s 

Miracle Network Hospitals, Public Rela-

tions, Information Technology, and Mem-

bership.  

We would like for each Committee Mem-

ber communicate to the Squadrons they 

are assigned the various programs under 

their Committee. For example, if you were 

on Americanism, you should be focusing 

on Boys State, Girls State, Flag Education, 

National Emergency Fund to name a few. 

We would also like for a prospective 

Committee Member to be able to call vari-

ous Squadrons in a given region to find out 

what activities they are doing to support 

Americanism programs.  

We would like for our Committee Chair-

man and Committee Members to have 

access to a computer and the internet. 

From time to time a Committee Member 

may need to do some online research on 

programs within your Committee.  

As a Committee Chairman, you will need 

to give reports at our Fall and Spring Con-

ferences. The best Committee Report 

would be one that would promote and 

inform the membership on some of the 

programs on your Committee. At some 

point, we would like to have the Chairman, 

with assistance from his Committee mem-

bers, submit an article for The Focus spot-

lighting some of the programs of your 

Committee.  

It is a tremendous honor for your 

Squadron to have a Squadron Member 

serve at the Detachment Level, in any 

capacity.  

The second area, where our Detach-

ment needs Squadron Members to 

serve at the Detachment Level, are 

Detachment Officers. Our Detachment 

Officers where we need help are De-

tachment Sgt. At Arms, Detachment 

Historian, Detachment Assistant Adju-

tant, and Detachment Vice Command-

er(s)(3).  

Detachment Sgt At Arms and Detach-

ment Historian are good places for 

people to get in at the Detachment 

Level. This is a great level to see how 

things operate at the Detachment Lev-

el.  

For Detachment Vice Commander, we 

would like for individuals to commit to 

three years. Two years as Detachment 

Vice Commander and one year as De-

tachment Commander. If you do well 

and are interested, you could serve in a 

position at the National Level.  

For prospective Detachment Vice 

Commander candidates, in addition to 

committing three years, two as Vice 

Commander and one as Detachment 

Commander, here are some require-

ments for serving as Detachment Vice 

Commander. For the Detachment Vice 

Commander to move up to Detach-

ment Commander we would like for 

him to have served as a Squadron Com-

mander for one year.  

We would like for the prospective candi-

date to have a steady job with some dispos-

able income to cover expenses until they 

are reimbursed.  

The candidate needs to look the part and 

be able to address the Legion Family in 

large group settings. This will help over 

come the fear of speaking in front of large 

groups. When attending meetings, confer-

ences, and conventions, you would be ex-

pected to be dressed in a coat and tie.  

We would like the person to have a com-

puter with basic computer skills. They need 

to be able to send and receive emails. They 

will also need to be able to coordinate and 

hold regular Conference Calls in their re-

gions.  

Lastly, we would like the person to have a 

cell phone and they would need to return 

calls and messages in a timely manner.  

If you are interested in serving on a Com-

mittee or as a Detachment Officer, please 

feel free to contact Judge Advocate, Steve 

Gower (stevegower@cox.net), Clint Bolt 

(sonscdbolt@aol.com), or Scott Williams 

(sonsvadetadj@comcast.net). 

We really are in need of help in all of these 

areas. We are a detachment of over 4,000 

members and should be able to have people 

serving in these various positions. It is a 

very rich and rewarding experience to 

serve at this level. Scott Williams Detach-

ment Adjutant 

Detachment of Virginia Delegation at-

tending the 2017 National Convention in 

Reno, Nevada. 
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Communication - Lifeline Of Our Organization 
We always say that Membership is 

the Backbone of our organization. 

Communication is the Lifeline of 

our organization. The worst thing 

we can do is not to communicate 

with our members.  

The Detachment of Virginia can 

pride itself on many things. One 

thing is that with our size, we are 

well represented at the National 

Level. We have people serving as 

Vice Chairman, Veterans Employ-

ment & Education Commission, 

Chairman of the SAL National VA 

& R Commission, and Child Wel-

fare Committee. We also  had peo-

ple serving on the National SAL 

Legislative Commission, Children 

and Youth Commission, and Mem-

bership Committee. The people 

serving in these capacities are serv-

ing because of their ideas, experi-

ence, and knowledge of the pro-

grams of the Sons Of The Ameri-

can Legion.  

Our National Officers, Commis-

sions, and Committees work hard 

throughout the year-not just at the 

Fall and Spring NEC Meetings—but 

all year to work the programs, 

promote the programs, and come 

up with new ideas to support these 

programs.  

All of this information is not meant 

to stay at the National Level. It is 

meant to be sent down to the De-

tachments and from the Detach-

ments to the Squadrons and from 

the Squadrons to the ‘Blue Cap’ 

Members.  

Yes, we said it—the information is 

meant to come down to our indi-

vidual members. The intent is to 

inform but also share ideas within 

our Detachments and Squadrons. 

But even more importantly to 

make our ‘Blue Cap’ members feel 

as though they are a member of 

something larger.   

There could be ideas for member-

ship drives that are successful in 

Washington DC and could work in 

Virginia. The exchange of ideas 

through communication can help 

our organization grow and be-

come a stronger organization.  

When this information is shared 

with our ‘Blue Cap’ members, 

some may be interested and 

want to work one of these pro-

jects for your Squadron. This is 

where we need to keep the 

information moving to ALL of 

our members-whether they 

serve as an officer or not.  

One could argue the same thing 

for our Detachment. We have 

two conferences-Fall and Spring 

and a State Convention each 

year. We also have a SAL Legion 

Leadership College in August 

each year. We share a lot of 

information on these programs 

at these meetings. We also 

share a lot of information on 

what our Detachment is doing 

throughout the year.  

As we move forward in time, 

more and more technology be-

comes available to help improve 

our communication. The inter-

net and Social Media are the top 

two forms of communication 

that are used. At the same time, 

we can not let all of this tech-

nology prevent us from making 

the personal phone calls, offer-

ing a hand shake, or saying hello 

to a member you have not seen. 

Regardless of how we do it, we 

must always be in communica-

tion with all of our members 

whether it is through the Inter-

net, Social Media, phone call or 

whatever the means.  

The Detachment of Virginia 

does a majority of its communi-

cation through e-mail, our De-

t a c h m e n t  W e b s i t e 

(www.vasons.org), or our De-

tachment Facebook Page - Sons 

Of The American Legion De-

tachment of Virginia. 

Over the past several years,  

it has become cost prohibitive to mail 

information out to our various Squad-

rons. Postage costs have increased and 

will continue to increase for the foreseea-

ble future. This has forced us to change 

the way we communicate with our 

Squadrons. We now have to communi-

cate through our website, Facebook Page, 

or via email.  

We want to make sure that ALL of our 

Squadrons are getting the best and most 

up to date information about our activi-

ties, conferences, and conventions. We 

want to have more participation by our 

Squadrons at our Convention and Con-

ferences.  

So, to bring this to conclusion, we talked 

about the importance of communication 

and how it is supposed to work. So, what 

are our next steps. First, if you are a 

Squadron Officer, please check your 

email a couple of times a week. We do 

send a lot of information out to our 

Squadrons. Secondly, encourage your 

members to provide you with their email 

addresses. Email appears to be the most 

efficient way to communicate. Lastly, 

share this information with your Squad-

ron Members. As I said early on, the 

worst thing we can do is not communi-

cate. This is the main reason we lose 

members. Scott Williams, Detachment  

Adjutant. 

SAL National VA & R Chairman, Clint 

Bolt presents the 2017 Kirby Keppler Me-
morial Rehabilitation Award to Squadron 
270 of McLean, Virginia. Receiving the 

award on behalf of Squadron 270 is De-
tachment Commander, Johnny Baker.  
Photo taken at the National Convention in 

Reno, Nevada.  
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Spotlight on Children And Youth  

We need to continue to stress the  

importance of our Children and Youth 

Programs especially our continued work 

towards a successful JR, SAL.  We con-

tinue at Squadron 284 to push forward 

in developing this program.  I have 

spoken to several of you, as of late,  in 

the Detachment and I want to encour-

age your work toward this worthy en-

deavor.  

The development of our JR SAL 

program throughout the Detach-

ment of Virginia is essential in my 

book to our growth in the future. 

 This isn’t an easy task my fellow 

comrades. We are competing for 

their time which is tough on a good 

day. Our young members are so 

tied up with school, and sports and 

the list goes on and on. So we need 

to find ways that get their attention 

and make them want to be involved 

and a  part of this great organiza-

tion.  To get anyone at any age in-

volved we must offer something or 

programs that attract their attention 

and that capture their desires that 

make them want to be a part of 

who we are.  

So what are those ideas that we can 

use to help us connect these young 

people to our organization?   One 

thing I know for sure is that with 

young folks today you have to make 

the meaningful part, also fun.  Let’s 

think for a few about why we love 

our organization and why we en-

gage. I am asking each squadron to 

put on their agendas for their next 

meeting some time to have your 

members list those things that mean 

something to them, that create that 

draw to our organization and fuel 

their desire to be a part of the SAL.  

 Then I am asking each to compile a 

list of the top thoughts and to then 

look at those and ask the question, 

“How can this be done that would 

engage our youth and teach them. 

You know folks, we must involve 

technology in some way. 

Also we need to involve our youth 

and give them a job. Responsibility 

will help create that desire to en-

gage.  From these ideas we can all 

begin the process of developing a 

plan. Remember it needs to be 

some thing that is quick, engaging, 

and appears to them as fun. I look 

forward to hearing from many of 

you as to how this turned out, in 

fact email me how it’s going.    

May our Children find that spark 

that engages them and creates a 

desire in them to serve as faithful 

members of SAL carrying on our 

service For God and Country. 

 Please email how this is going and 

report on how its going.  Its time 

to share our success with each 

other and talk through our failed 

attempts and lean upon each other 

to make these steps to our future 

a success.  

After attending our 11th annual 

 National Children and Youth con-

ference, I want to share with you 

that membership was a major topic 

and a call to all hands on deck to 

get creative about how to attract 

new members. The words status 

quo is no more.  Let’s lead the way 

my fellow SAL brothers of the 

Detachment of Virginia.  I am look-

ing forward to seeing many of you 

at Spring Conference at VA Beach 

and hearing about all the great 

things you have going on and 

planned. Joe Gallagher, Detach-

ment Children and Youth Chair-

man. 

Commander’s Corner 

(Con’t) 

Continued from Page 2. and Elton Morgan 

SR. (Deceased). He is the next to the young-

est of of six siblings. Willie has been happily 

married to his wife, Phyllis Y. Whitehead-

Morgan, for 22 years. They have one son, 

Elton Morgan III who is also a member of 

Sons of American Legion Squadron 67.  

Willie’s inspiration to serve as SAL member 

is from the past works of his oldest de-

ceased brother Past Squadron and Detach-

ment Commander Elton Morgan JR.  Elton 

was a member of Squadron 67 for over 20 

years.  Willie and his older brother Elton 

Morgan Jr are the only brothers that have 

been Detachment Commanders.  

Detachment Commander Morgan’s Com-

mander’s Project for the year is Juvenile 

Diabetes Research Foundation. As Com-

mander Morgan explains ‘When you have 

T1D, your pancreas stops producing insu-

lin—a hormone essential to turning food 

into energy. This means you must constantly 

monitor your blood-sugar level, administer 

insulin, and carefully balance these insulin 

doses with your eating and activity just to 

stay alive. With T1D there are no days off 

and there is no cure. But there is hope. By 

donating or joining our JDRF One Walk® 

team today, you’ll support research for life-

changing breakthroughs to make it safer and 

easier to live with T1D, until we find a cure.’ 

He continues ‘I am no stranger to diabetes 

myself, I have type 2 diabetes and I work 

every day to keep it under control, so with 

your help maybe we can find a cure for this 

terrible disease. ‘ 

Commander Morgan’s Membership theme 

for the year is ‘One Band...One Sound’. The 

idea is that all great bands need all of their 

members playing all of the right notes at the 

right time. Commander Morgan got the idea 

after attending many band competitions with 

his wife and son. Like bands, our legion fami-

ly needs all of its members working together 

supporting all of the Legion Family programs. 

Our Detachment needs all of its members 

to carry out its programs for the year. De-

tachment Commander, Willie Morgan 

and Detachment Adjutant, Scott Wil-

liams. 

Joint Legion College Session—Jeff Evans talks 

about the Sons Role in the Legion Family. 
Sons Detachment Commander extends 

greetings to the Joint Session. Photos to left. 
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Each year, The Sons Of The American 

Legion holds a Leadership College in 

conjunction with the American Legion 

Leadership College, in August. The 2017 

Legion College was held at the Double-

tree Hotel in Midlothian from August 11 

to 13. 

We had a full class and covered topics 

from Membership ‘How To’s’, Programs, 

Reporting, and Ambassador’s Training 

for Squadron Officers.  

The 2017 SAL Legion College was differ-

ent than past years. We had several offic-

ers and committee chairman talk about 

programs and various aspects of leader-

ship. We spent more time on fundraising 

and how to do fundraisers. The group 

also shared different ideas on fundraisers 

that their respective Squadrons do each 

year.  We covered some of the standard 

topics like membership and reporting. 

Both of which are important to the  

Leadership College 

Our Future Leaders 

National Commander Danny Smith 

PAGE 12  VOLUME 9,  I SSUE 1 

success of our organization.  

What topics do you want us to cover 

at this year’s Legion College? How can 

we make it better for our Members? 

What can we do to get more people 

to attend our Legion College. Please 

try to send at least one member from 

your squadron this year. Please email 

i d e a s  t o  S t e v e  G o w e r 

(Stevegower@cox.net) or Scott Wil-

liams (SonsVADetADJ@comcast.net). 

Mark your calendars now for August 

of 2018 to attend. 

SAL National Commander Danny 

Smith’s theme for this year is 

‘Following their footsteps...Making 

history’. The idea references the 

fact that the American Legion 

elected its first female National 

Commander, Denise Rohan from 

the Department of Wisconsin. It 

also denotes the 100th National 

Convention of the American Le-

gion. This year will lead into the 

Centennial of the American Le-

gion. During this year we plan to 

develop training material for stand-

ing programs, commissions, and 

committees. We are striving to-

ward all time highs in membership 

and renewal percentage.  

To achieve this, we will need to 

focus on the following. The focus 

will be on Veterans Affairs and  

Rehabilitation and Children and Youth. 

The three American Legion Programs 

that National Commander Smith 

would like to focus on are National 

Emergency Fund, National Endowment 

Fund, and Child Welfare Foundation. 

The specific goals for these programs 

are $.50 per member for the Endow-

ment Fund or $180, 000 nationally, 

$1.00 per member for Child Welfare 

Foundation or $360,000 Nationally, 

and $.50 per member for the National 

Emergency Fund or $180,000 Nation-

ally.  

There will be extra need for the Na-

tional Emergency Fund and Endow-

ment Fund with the Hurricanes and 

Forest Fires that have devastated parts 

of our country over the past several 

months. The National Emergency Fund  

Awards grants to members in need 

after such disasters. The Endowment 

Fund provides assistance through Tem-

porary Financial Assistance.  

Commander Smith’s Membership 

Theme is Pioneering Sprit of Courage, 

Faith, Teamwork, and Perseverance. 

The goals are 400,000 members, a 95% 

renewal rate, and 50,000 new mem-

bers. The focus will be on Membership 

Retention. This year’s program will 

focus on development of new member-

ship tools and training. These four 

words will take us on our historic jour-

ney through the 2018 Membership 

Year through total membership, re-

newals, and recruitment. ‘Together We 

Can And Will Make A Difference’. 

From the SAL National Website.  

Photo Left—Leading Candidate for 

American Legion National Commander, 
Brett Reistad addresses the Sons Session. 
Top photos Sons Legion College Class 

and Dept Cdr Tommy Lee addressing the 

Sons class.  
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Squadron  

 Everlasting 

Please keep the families of these 

Squadron members in your 

thoughts and prayers.  William 

Baugh (Squadron 2), Timothy 

Kuchta (Squadron 25), Donald 

Sparrow (Squadron 56), Severn 

Lofland (Squadron 67), Donald 

Lewis (Squadron 146), Charles 

McCall (Squadron 146), Harry 

Hcks (Squadron 148), Louis 

Hesen (Squadron 159), William 

Poulton (Squadron 215), Robert 

Lunsford (Squadron 330), 

Charles McKenzie (Squadron 

364), and Stephen Hubbard 

(Squadron 1097). 

If your Squadron has any mem-

bers who have passed away, 

please email Linda Hardwick 

(membership@valegion.org), 

S c o t t  W i l l i a m s 

(SonsVADetADJ@comcast.net), 

and Detachment Chaplain, Rob-

e r t  W i l s o n ,  S r 

(robertwilsonsr54@gmail.com) 

2017 Detachment Convention Photos 

Please note, new Cell 

Number for the De-

tachment Adjutant, 

Scott Williams. New 

Cell Number is 571 

888-2720. Old 571 

236-4831 will be shut 

down in January. 

2017 Department Convention 

Opening Session with detach-
ment Commander, Johnny 

Baker.  

Sons 2017 Detachment Con-

vention. 

2017 Detachment Award Win-

ner, Patrick Sansone with his 
father, Detachment Com-
mander, Johnny Baker, and 

Scholarship Chairman, Clint 

Bolt.  

2017 Detachment Son Of The 

Year Award presented to 
George Dimirack of Squadron 
284. George Dimirack, Steve 

Gower, Detachment Judge 
Advocate, and Detachment 

Commander, Johnny Baker. 

Detachment Chuck Belles 

Membership Award Winner 

Detachment 2017 American-

ism Award Winner—Large 
Squadron - Squadron 2. 
Americanism Chairman, Jeff 

Lee, and David Tuck 

(Squadron 2). 

Detachment 2017 Children 

and Youth Award Winner—
Squadron 67 (Hampton) 
Detachment Commander, 

Johnny Baker with Dellie 
Suiter—Squadron 67, and 
Children and Youth Chair-

man, Joe Gallagher. 

Detachment 2017 VA 

& R Award—Large 
Squadron—Squadron 
327 Norfolk. VA & R 

Chairman, Fred Vac-
carella with Steve 

Gower, Squadron 327. 

2017 Detachment Election and Installation of officers. 

First photo, PNVC, Jeff Evans installs the newly elect-
ed Detachment Officers. Middle photo—Joyce Baker 
places PDC Pin on PDC, PDC Johnny Baker. Bottom 

photo, Det. Cdr. Willie Morgan Installation.  



Founded in 1932, Sons of The American Legion exists to honor the 

service and sacrifice of Legionnaires. 

SAL members include males of all ages whose parents or grandpar-

ents served in the U.S. military and were eligible for American Le-

gion membership. Members of The American Legion, American Le-

gion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion comprise the Legion 

family, which has a combined membership of nearly 4.2 million. 

Although Sons has its own membership, the organization is not a 

separate entity. Rather, SAL is a program of The American Legion. 

Many Legionnaires hold dual membership in SAL.  

WANT TO ADD A 

SQUADRON?  

Sons Of The American Legion Detachment of Virginia 

“The Focus” 

Articles  and information contributed by: Candidate for SAL National Commander, 
Clint Bolt, Detachment Commander Willie Morgan,  Detachment Adjutant, Scott Williams, 
Detachment Children and Youth Chairman, Joe Gallagher, Photographs provided by: 

Jerry ‘Jay’ Cole, Kevin Chaplin, Ron Hesson,  and various SAL Members from the Detach-

ment.  

Edited By: Scott Williams 

 

If your post does not have a Squadron and is interest-

ed in starting up a Squadron, you need 10 members to 

charter a Squadron. It also needs to be approved by 

the sponsoring American Legion Post.  

If you need more information about starting a Squad-

ron, please feel free to contact Detachment Com-

mander Willie Morgan, Detachment Vice Command-

er, Fred Vaccarella (Eastern Region), Detachment Vice 

Commander, Jeff Lee (Western Region), Detachment 

Vice Commander, Victor Graulau (Northern Region), 

or Detachment Adjutant, Scott Williams. We would 

be glad to help you in any way to get a Squadron 

started.  

THE FOCUS 

The Focus is the Detachment of Virginia, Sons  Of 

The American Legion’s E-Letter or newsletter .  

This is a great tool for our Squadrons to promote 

their activities and accomplishments. Every Squad-

ron does something within the Detachment. It 

can be putting flags on veterans graves to a Fisher 

House Fundraiser to having a Squadron Member  

who is an Eagle Scout to a Child Welfare Founda-

tion Fundraiser. We want to hear  what your 

Squadron is doing.  

It does not take that much time to put a simple 

article together for  The Focus. A few of our 

Squadrons contributed articles to this issue. The 

basic points or questions the article needs to an-

swer are as follows:  1. What was the event? Din-

ner, Raffle, etc. 2. Who held the event?  3.What 

was the event for? 4.  When was the event held?  

5. Where was the event held?  6. Other highlights 

from the event…  7. What were the results from 

the event? How much did you raise?  

We are in REAL need of getting articles from our 

Squadrons on their various activities. We re-

ceived over 35 Consolidated Reports this year. 

We know Squadrons are active. We want to hear 

from you! 

Please send your articles to Scott Williams at 

SonsVADetADJ@comcast.net 

Upcoming Events 

Day On The Hill (Richmond)  January 17, 2018 

Mid Winter DEC Mtg (Hampton) February 17, 2018 

Spring Conference (VA Beach)  March 9 –11, 2018 

State Convention (Herndon)  July 13—15, 2018 

Detachment Officers and Committee Members Needed -  If you 

are interested in serving at the Detachment Level—either as an officer, 

committee chairman, or committee member, please contact Detachment 

Commander, Willie Morgan, NEC, Linwood Moore, Alt NEC, Richard Preg-

nall, or Detachment Adjutant, Scott Williams. It is a great honor to serve 

and represent your Squadron.  

Like us on Facebook - Sons Of The American Le-

gion Detachment Of Virginia. We currently have 

310 likes. With our membership at 4,500, we 

should have 450 likes on our Facebook Page. This 

is one great way to promote our activities and 

accomplishments. Please like us today to keep up 

with our Detachment Activities.  

http://www.legion-aux.org/
http://www.legion-aux.org/

